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without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. It is therefore intended to cover in the 
appended claims all such changes and modifications that are within the scope of this invention.— 

IN THE ABSTRACT 

Please delete the entire Abstract as written in the original Specification and substitute the 
following new Abstract therefor: 

—We disclose polymerized hydrogels and processes for making polymerized hydrogels 
comprising from 10 weight percent to 90 weight percent water, 10 weight percent to 60 weight percent 
cross-linked hydrophilic polymer made from starting monomers, and 10 weight percent to 80 weight 
percent of at least one polyol. The hydrogel is prepared by polymerizing the starting monomers in the 
presence of the water and polyols.— 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please delete Claims 1-36 without prejudice. 
Please insert new Claims 37-56 as follows: 

37. (New) A process for making a hydrogel comprising the steps of: 

1) polymerizing at least one starting monomer within a reaction medium, said reaction 
medium comprising from 10 weight percent to 70 weight percent water, from 10 weight 
percent to 60 weight percent of said at least one starting monomer, and from 10 weight 
percent to 80 weight percent of at least one polyol, said reaction medium forming a 
hydrogel thereby; and, 

2) chemically treating said hydrogel with a first compound capable of reacting with a second 
compound present in said hydrogel, said second compound being selected from the group 
consisting of residual starting monomers, impurities, by-products produced by said 
polymerization reaction, and combinations thereof, said chemical treatment reducing the 
concentration of said second compound present within said hydrogel. 

38. (New) The process of Claim 37, wherein said chemical treatment reduces the concentration of 
said residual starting monomers present within said hydrogel below 10,000 ppm. 

39. (New) The process of Claim 38, wherein said chemical treatment reduces the concentration of 
said residual starting monomers present within said hydrogel below 10 ppm. 
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40. (New) The process of Claim 37, wherein said chemical treatment further comprises the step of 
adding a nucleophilic compound to said hydrogel, said nucleophilic compound being capable 
of reacting with said second compound, said nucleophile being added by an addition reaction. 

41. (New) The process of Claim 40, wherein said nucleophilic compound is selected from the 
group consisting of ammonia, amines, polyamines, hydroxylamine, hydrazine, thiols, sulfites, 
metabisulfites, bisulfites, and combinations thereof. 

42. (New) The process of Claim 41, wherein said nucleophilic compound comprises bisulfite. 

43. (New) The process of Claim 37, wherein said by-products produced by said polymerization 
reaction comprise at least one a, (3 -unsaturated carbonyl derived from said at least one polyol. 

44. (New) The process of Claim 37, wherein said by-products produced by said polymerization 
reaction comprises acrolein. 

45. (New) The process of Claim 37, wherein the polymerization of said at least one starting 
monomer is conducted by at least partially subjecting said at least one starting monomer, said 
at least one polyol, and said water to UV irradiation. 

46. (New) The process of Claim 45, wherein said UV irradiation has a UV intensity at 
wavelengths less than 280 nm that is less than 10% of the total integrated UV intensity of 
wavelengths less than 400 nm. 

47. (New) The process of Claim 45, wherein said polymerization step further comprises the step of 
subjecting said at least one starting monomer, said at least one polyol, and said water to a total 
amount of UV irradiation, said total amount of UV irradiation having an energy ranging from 
0.1 J/cm 2 to 30 J/cm 2 . 

48. (New) The process of Claim 37, wherein said at least one starting monomer comprises acrylic 
acid. 

49. (New) A hydrogel comprising from 10 weight percent to 70 weight percent water, from 10 
weight percent to 60 weight percent of cross-linked hydrophilic polymer made from at least 
one starting monomer, and from 10 weight percent to 80 weight percent of at least one polyol, 
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said hydrogel being produced by polymerizing said at least one starting monomer in the 
presence of said water and said at least one polyol, wherein said hydrogel comprises less than 
100 ppb of at least one a,p-unsaturated carbonyl by-product derived from said at least one 
polyol during said polymerization. 

50. (New) The hydrogel of Claim 49, wherein said hydrogel further comprises less than 20 ppb of 
said at least one ct,P-unsaturated carbonyl by-product derived from said at least one polyol 
during said polymerization. 

51. (New) The hydrogel of Claim 49, wherein said at least one oc,p-unsaturated carbonyl by- 
product comprises acrolein. 

52. (New) The hydrogel of Claim 49, wherein said hydrogel further comprises less than 200 ppm 
of residue of said at least one starting monomer. 

53. (New) The hydrogel of Claim 52, wherein said hydrogel further comprises less than 10 ppm of 
said residue of said at least one starting monomer. 

54. (New) The hydrogel of Claim 52, wherein said at least one starting monomer comprises acrylic 
acid. 

55. (New) A hydrogel comprising from 10 weight percent to 70 weight percent of water, from 10 
weight percent to 60 weight percent of a cross-linked hydrophilic polymer made from at least 
one starting monomer, and from about 10 weight percent to 80 weight percent of at least one 
polyol, said hydrogel being produced by polymerizing said at least one starting monomer in the 
presence of said water and said at least one polyol and thereafter, treating said product with a 
nucleophilic compound that reacts with at least one a,P-unsaturated carbonyl by-product 
derived from said at least one polyol during said polymerization, and wherein said hydrogel 
comprises at least 20 ppb of at least one nucleophilic addition product of said at least one oc,p- 
un saturated carbonyl by-product and said nucloephilic compound. 

56. (New) The hydrogel of Claim 55, wherein said at least one nucleophilic addition product 
comprises a compound selected from the group consisting of sodium 3-propanaI sulfonate, 1- 
hydroxy-2-propene-l -sulfonate, 1 -hydroxy- 1, 3-propane disulfonate, and combinations thereof. 



